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During the course of ttie past week tlies attention of

the Statu Department was drawn alresii to ttie (act of
continued and aggravated outrages upon American

Citizen* in Mexico. Testimony ol theso outraged was

given by Americans who aro quite recently Irom Mex¬

ico, and whon reduced to writing, as It wilt bo, imme¬

diately will be tiled with tho government as part of
"the case" which is accumulating against our lawless

lister Republic. Tbo outrage upon our Consul at Aca-

puloo stirred up tho government to sond a gunboat
to demand his release. This stiffening of Uncle Sam's
hack bone is hailed with delight as a slgu that a different

policy will shape bis luturc relations with Mexico.

Indeed, there 'a no little gossip floating about in tho

.Ir of Washington to the effect that tho present
administration is determined to take effective meas¬

ures for the .protection of its citlzcns ovory where,
more particularly those whoso lot lias been cast in

Mexico. No one scorns to know exactly what

steps will be taken, b'ut a strong Incentive to hope that

something will be attouipled is found in tho tact that

the presont administration aont a Unitod States uiun-

»f war to Acapulco and compelled the release of Mr.

Sutter, tbo Unitod Stales Consul at that port, who had
boon imprisoned because, as was his duty, he had pro¬
tested against tho compulsory payment of u forced loan

by Americans resident there. The Consul went to

prison and tbo American residents paid tho prn-
'.amu. The Consul has been release! at tho demand
of our government, as the telegraph inlorms tbo coun¬

try; but what of the poor devils of Americans, lor pro-
testing against whoso robbery tho Consul was dragged
from Ills consular otlico under the American flag
to a Mexican jail f Their motley now lines the

pockets ol Mexican officials. Will tho government
make no effort to have their mouoy refunded them?
Will It not go furl her and demand punitive damages f
Or will it leave these claims to bo brought before an¬

other claims cotnmlssiou, IT one shall he organized,
tbere again to be udjuuicated simple debts of Mcxico 1
It tbo Mexican government has tho right to pr'J-
tamo Americans the United States government did

wrong to seud a man-of-war to release the American
Consul imprisoned for protesting against it, and ou^ht
to apologize to Mexico for doing it. If Mexico has no

¦ucb right thon the United States government, if it

wishes to have tho respect ot the American people at

home aa woll as abroad, uugbl to exert its whole power,
it need be, to mako this roolier government reaped
the rights of American citizeus.

BOXM TALKS Uf TKRKUK.
When tt is remembored that this generation of

Americans Is but little given to travelling except In

conveyances moved by the power ol steam, and that
to get to the city ol Chihuahua now it Is necessary to

undergo a journey ol some one thousand miios by
itago, It ceases to be a mutter ol surprise ib.it so lew

pooploofthe United States bavo any knowlidgu ol

Shihuabua, tbo most nortborn and the longest In ter¬

ritorial extent or all tbu States which compose tbe Ko-

public of Mexico. Railroads, in tbo speedy coraple-
lion ol wbicb not only tills continent but all coinmer-

:lal people aro deeply interested, aro rapidly reaching
out toward it.one ol them, the Southern Pacific, It id

laid, at tbe raic ol two miles u day.ana it is now only
. quesuou of time when its border lino will be roachvd,
and, in all probability, crossed, by tbe iron borae.
When that event occurs. II not belore, our people will
bccomo lamillar wltb the wonderful agricultural, pis-
toral and mining capabilities of this great State, uud
the surprise then will bo, not th.it these capabilities
exist, but that eutorprtslng Americans have so long
permitted ibetn to remain undeveloped, even though
under the rule ol a loreign government.
Chihuahua »> also the largest in territorial extent of

any ol tbe Stales ol Mexico. Its area is 16,534 square
leagues, or about 1-0,oou square miles. Its popula¬
tion when last enumerated was 1G4,0*:I, or but Utile
iiior* than one inhabitant to the square mile. Its
boundary line on the north and the east is the same as

that ol the lulled States lor more than six hundred
uules, a distance not very much less than our Atlantic
front from New York to Florida, it is better watered
than any of tbo territories of the United Status, and
its fertile mrtai or plaius and irrigated valleys, now

cultivated id such a wretched manner, yield more lood
than its population can cousunic. II all tho (arming
land of the Stalo were but lutli cultivated the
product would bo more than enough lo lied
a million ol peopio. Kvcu tho famous grass »|
Western Toxas, admitted to bo tbe best gruzing rigion
ot tbo United States, is not f-o good, noil her Is It so
.bbudani, as that of Ciiibuahuu, lis mines ol silver.
though eveu those most worked are hardly moro than

'.prospected".aro known to givo oro of richer "ley"
and in greater quantity than uny ever discovered.
Sold, Iron, quicksilver, copper.in short, almost every
known metal and mineral except coal.exist In the
State, and soino aro found In great abundance.

Its climate Is not only unsurpassod, but tin equalled,
by that of Italy, Southern California or any part of
Lbe world. It is rarely that rain falls cxcept iu sum¬

mer, or mat snows come except in the Sierra Madro
Mountains in winter. There are no nights Id mmriicr

irben it is too hot to sleop under a blanket, and but
few days in any winter when a Oro is necessary.
Throughout its whole exteut diseases of a malarial
type are unknown, aud such is the purity ol its air
that the consumptive going thore with lung enough
left to breathe it will never die ol that disease. Min¬
eral spring*, both bot aud cold, and possessed of rare

medicinal virtues, are numerous, and wlieu tho State
ibail bocome accossiuie by railroad they and tho In-

comparable climate will make Chihuabua the sanita¬
rium ot this continent.

coimxucK ok cmnrAHi a.

Tbe trado ol tbe Statu, oa uccouui ol its sparse pop¬
ulation, )> small, but whatever it may bo it is prtnet-
pally with tbo lulled State*. I.out train* ol boavf
wuguu* loadod doau with American ifood* fur Mexican
connump'.lon cornu up Iroiu San Antonio, loxas, and
.uler tbe couuiry at K1 l'a*o and Presidio I)el Norte,
the route ol thin trade wan oncc by w.iy or independ¬
ence, Me., and Santa Xe, but now the hun Aut<uio
route la prelerrod. Tbo Chihuahua trade In highly
prized by San Antooio merchants, and bun contribute d

(really to the growth and priwpcrliy of the ..Suoaot"
city. The receipt* of ru»toiu« at Presidio del Norie
¦Dd El Haso yield a revenue to tbo Mexican govern-
mi ni or $100,000 annually. The whole ol tlila mini 1a
derived from import*, (or tbe Statu export! nothing
upon which there if duty except ulivor, and the moat
ol that goes out or the country by other route*,
fbe annual production ol nlvrr lor many yours h.»n
averaged about l.OOU.oOO, nearly all ol winch Hud*
It* way vu tbe United .stale* in payment lor American
idanu Iacturea. 1 bo number of American* who l.avo
settled lu Cblhuahutt will uot exceed OOU, Hume of
these are uien who went to tbo Hlnto before Doni¬
phan's mvaaion and conqueit ol It in IH47. Nearly all
ol ibutu are engaged in mercantile business, and iwu-
third* of the buying and selling i* done by them.
Many bave become rich, and all have acquired -omo

property. Number* ol theiu havn married Mexican
wire* und are rearing lamilie*, uud their *ocial rela¬
tion* are very pleaaant. For whatever evil Diay l»o
truly spoken ol Mexican living in oilier part* ol the
Kepubltc. the < hihuahiiu Mexican I* very kind and
hospitable, and exhibit* an especial likiug lor lot Am' r-

icwii At every buuto iu toe State iui/ foroifuer u

a w-elrorua guest, but the American is doubly so. he
Is universally regarded us a person of superior Knowl¬
edge and judgment, aud bis Mexican acquaintances
rarely consummate any affair of moment belore bav-
Int. consulted b.m.
So barm ever comes to the American resident or bis

Interest from tbe individual cbibuabuan. An instmco
of murder. robbery or plunder ol an American resident
by a Clubushau citizen Is ueitber recorded nor recol¬
lected. But while this Is tbe lacl as regards bis treat¬
ment by citlzeus something very nearir its opposite is
tbe lact as to ibe way be is treated by government aud
tneie Having authority in tbe country. In mat land
ol 10 many ami sued varied material attractions gov¬
ernment is us unstable as water, aud whether that
winch prevails is regular or revolutionary lb* Ameri¬
can resident who escapes injurious iiud oppressive
treatment at its hands is (orttiuale indeed. In tbe
mauy revolutions which have swept over the country
ni.) American who bus accumulated enough ol ibis
world'* goods to make his spoliation worth tiie trouble
is considered lair game lor plunder. Hut bis despoiU
lug is ever effected under tbe shadow aud In tbe uume
aud in b' hali 01 that nondescript thing called ia Mex¬
ico "government."

KUISHKKY BY Til* PR KS TAMO.
Tbo robbery ol the American is usually effected by

the yretlamu, a Spanish term signiiymg a loan. Tho
yrulamo is not a tax levied at umlorui rates upon prop¬
erty uud business, but is a so-called loau forced from
the few who have money. The Governor and Council
ol a .State or the revolutionist. in possesion of any
city or lowu numbcriuii people ol ready money among
lit inhabitants always want money immediately upou
com.ug into possession! It ib iirst determined what
amount of money Is wanted aud then a list ol those
who are expected to loud It is made out, apportioning
so much to racb victim. Tbo happy persons luus hon¬
ored aie men kuown to possess ready cash, and the
endeavor is generally to "sue thoir pile" of that
commodity. The list never fails to include every
American who has money. A tew wealthy Mexicans
are also put in the list A very prettily worded
iiotiflcattou u then sent to each one on ihe list to the
cllcct 1 but tbe "powers that be" desire him 10 lend
them the sum named n his uottlicalion within tho
next twenty-lour hours. There is uo need (or any
tnoie ihuu lilts simple notice. It novcr tails to bring
the money in the time specilled. The American
resident having "been tbciu before," is always cspo-
ciul.y prompt, lor lie knows that if '.he money is not
loaned iu the twenty-lour hours given him a guard
will be at his door to take In in to prisou, where he will
be made to do menial labor aud to undergo hunger
uutil ho lends tbu money desired. If degrading labor
aud partial starvation does not quickly conquer his
sp rit then a salo of his elSects is certain to ensue.
Wheu the niouey is liuuded out a certillc.ato acknowl¬
edging lis receipt and declaring it a oau is always
giveu tbe unwilling lender, liut uo American bus ever

yet succeeded 111 having one ol them cashed.
Ibe list ol those who are asked to Icud money al¬

ways includes the uames ol a few wealthy Mexic .us.
This Is doue only us u blind to soothe the Jceliugs of
the Americans aud make ibem believe Hiiro is uo dis-
tinctiou 111 tno treatment. TUe designated Mexican
goes through the lortu of leudiug with great publicity
aud takes to nimselt great credit for it, and cordially
advises every American or other foreigner to do like-
wise. Uui wbeu the fan u in public is ended ne slips
around to tho back door and gets bis money back
ugaiu. It is not believ d by tbo Americans Unit any
nut a most obnoxious Ghiliuabuan has uvar really paid
a prr.dainu.

n.e lirut preilairui ever laid upou the people ot Chi-
buahuau.certainly tbo flrsl.any foreigner w is over
called upon to contribute to.was laid by President
Juarez, wlieu drlveu from Lower Mexico by Maxi-
rniliau. Wlnle bunging on this "rugged edge," as It
were, and until Lulled Stmes diplomacy resulted in
Muxamllian's sad death.and this covers qulto
a period ol time.Juarez and bis legion
or camp-lollowers it could not probably
bo termed an array.wore supported mainly by presta-
mot levied upon tlie people of Chihuahua, tbo nail of
which at least came Irom tbo pockets ol American
residents. During the period ol ins cnlorced ro-l-
dcui'c in tho Stato Juarez prestamotd one American
citizen out of some (30.000. that citizen is Krank
McMauuu, who went to Chiuuahuu Irom Penusylvunm
in 1841. Tho sura taken irom McManus, or, to hu
more exact, which be was lorcod to lend to the govern¬
ment, wiisjust about hall ol what he was then worth.
Ilo did not always have tlie cash, and when some ot
tbe calls were made on him ho was compelled 10 bor
row money irom Mexicans at three per cent a month to
enable linn to oblige the government with Iho so-called
loan. When the government of President Juarez took
tins amount of money Irom McMautis, aud, in tho ag¬
gregate, a much larger suui irom other Americuus, it
issued to ouch lender a certiorate sotting lorlh that the
government ol tlie Republic ol Mexico had borrowed
irom uiin iho sum ol tuonev named iberein, and prem¬
ising to pay tt back. Tbe ceviltlcalea were a.so made
recolvable In payment of duties by the porsoti named
in it, thus pracucully making it non-transferable.
McManus spared no ettorts lo t,ei Ins corliQcates pud
alter Juarez was restored, t«uI all his ellorts have ro
suited in (allure. Although his importations, lor hu is
a leading merchant, have siucc amounted to more than
twice his certificates, ho has never, been allowed to uso
a dollar ol them as sct-olf.

Alter long years of such disappointment tbe United
States and Mexican Mixed Claims Commission v.as

agreed upon lor tbo settlement, us all American
residents ol Mexico thought, of Ju l this very class of
claims. The claim ol McMauus, ait Well as numbers ot
similar claims, was presented lo it and judgment
asked. The American Commissioner was in luvor ol
It, the Mexican commissioner against it, aud mm tuo
question was left to tlie decision ot Sir Kdward Thorn-
toil, the previously selected umpire, in iho absence
ol testimony aliunde, lor this Commission, like tho
more lamous Klecloral Commission ol recent dato,
excluded that, aud upon tho assurance of Mexican
counsel that the icrtilicales would be paid upon pre¬
sentation at tho city ol Mexico Sir Kdward decided
very naturally mat ibuse cerubcales were uo more or
lci-s thuii a simple dent ol Mexico, and bonce no
more collectable by judgment ot the commis¬
sion lliau bonds ot tbe liepublic cold in
open market, McMautis now took bis certificates lo
Mexico, where thero wus now u new President; hut
when be presented Ibeui be was ouly laughed ai tor a
tool. And there is now hut lime ground la hopo that
McManus or auv of bis posterity or tlie posterity ot
the thousands of Americuns in Mexico who huvo sim¬
ilar claims, will ever see one cent ol the money they
call lor.
While, decision against this clnss of claims was

utterly indelensiblo upon any principles ot justice no
lilauie ullacbes to the umpire, Sir K .wurd i'horulou.
It is on account of it. However, that the lludlng by iho
commission ol a balance ol some $4,000,010 only was
not many millions more.

THE CASK OK IIK.NRV Jill.I. Kit.
Ilenry Miller is a citizen ol the United Stales who

went lo Chihuahun In 1*41, and has smcc accumulated
a rery large fortune. Ilo Is ibe owner of magnihceut
ranches con laming about 400 square leagues, or mora
lh..u iJ.iiOO squure mites ol the territory ol l ho state. Ho
Is beside the priticij al owner ol llio "[Junco de Chitiua-
hua," and tuo notes ol his bank circulate at par all
through Northern Mexico. In Jun«>, D>7tf, when ono

Angel Trias "pronounced" tu lavor ol tu-nerul (now
President) Diaz, and eaptared (ho city of Chihuauu.i,
Miller leii the cily to live oul the revolution at ono ol
bis ranches, some sixty-live miles irom tho city.
Trias, as Mexican general always do, at once levied u

jirmtiimo, aud assessed Miller's pari ol it at $:>,.">00.
Wb'-n Miller was called upon lor il at his runcbo no

declined lo pay and asserted his right to be
exempt Irom it ou the ground that ho was
an Ainernau Citizen. ttcport ot Miller's
uiiheard ol contumacy was made to (ieneral Trias, aud
then a lorcu was bent oul with orders lo bring Miller
or 110,000, but, fortunately lor Miller, this force, after
invading bis ranebu 'it dead of nigh;, und while pre¬
paring to carry htm oil to work in the chain gaug
upon ihe streets ol C'blhuubua, was set upon by gov¬
ernment tioopsand handsomely whipped, rexuiting in
Miller's re lea.-, o. Miller thcu kept out of the w *y until
the Diaz occupation ol Chihuahua was en< ed ny die
d astrous rout ot General Trias' forces on the liih ol
September last. Inns hltnsell took rddge ln>.ill An¬
ton io, lexas, whore lie enjoyod the protection ol
I'uited Mates laws until ihu overwhelming deieat of
Lerdo'n troops ut ih>-city ol M"Xlco pi acti. ally gave
the whole couutry lo Diaz. Uelore the deieat ol Lcrdu
and triumph ol Diaz hud penetrated lo Chihuahua.lor
news comes slr.w to that remote province-
Miller had ticea-ion lo visit tho new copper dis¬
coveries ol Vlgas and Chorcxas, situated not lar Irom
the Lulled Stales border. News of Diaz's triumph had
reached Ihe border, however, utid the adherents of
Trias now captured Miller uud took him lo Del Norte,
in ftiglil ol tlie American Hag und wtlhlii a bioiio's
throw, almost, ol an American tori, there lo bo kept a

prisoner until Oeueral rias.» hose aliomplcd robbery
he had protested against by those words whirb aro tal¬
isman ic every w bar# but iu Mexico, "I am an AmoriOin
citizen".mould leisurely coma up all lhi way Irom San
Antonio, a distunco ol tioo miles, through American
territory, to llx llie amou .1 ot Ins ransom aud to pun-
irli li lu otherwise II lie willed »<> to do. . The story of
Miller'< long captivity, 01 bin weury marchings ovor
rough mountain trails uu tout, while his captors rode,
both night and dap, ol tlio horrible hmtulity wuich
luu (lie brigand* to hold a six-vbooter to bis bead
anil compel uiin thereby to write to Iiih iriends tu make
no eflcrt ior bis release, ol the gallant, though abortive,
ellori ill Ciiluuel Alidrew>, commanding ut Firt liavis,
to eil'oct bi» releaae from a captivity wblcb was littiu
preferable to death, uud bow at Iast he way only re-
levied upon the payment to General Trias. a coniinU-
¦ioiii d olllcer comm«i>iiiOK ho forces In Cblbualitia,
which supported Ueneral Dlux, new 1'rcisidont of Mex¬
ico, ol the Mini ol has already been publ shed
lu detail. Those who (Iuok that to bo a citizen of thu
I lined Mutes is worth a baubee in Mexico will learn
dllterently Irom ilui story ol liter.
Tlwre was an outcome, or annuel, to this story which

bus not boon published, and wlucii tbe American poo»
plo outtht 10 know. The rfailant officer (Colonel An¬
drew*) whose soul cou.d not euilnre such treatment
ol an Ann ric n citixeu as wss visited upun M.llor, and
wbo-e patriotic insiiucts led him to march Inn IIttlo
coi.iiiihii.i to Miller'.'! aid without, waiting lor orders
Irom Wellington, nine days' ilrire away, has been
suubhed ny Hie American government, and lot I here-
after not to repeat his act.on.
We have falleu upon evil days. The llino wis whon

the, ptcneepa ol American civilization and comuiitch
were the honored ol the natluu, and could command
ail its Mrengih to protect them from wrong or rignt
tnoir grievance*, and mat, to >, whether at homo or
abroad. Hut now that the advauce guard ol Aiuericuu
iviluation and commerce, in ita march ol detitiuy,
ha* come to the lairest land tiniier the sun.to a laud
whn-e doruiiiiii wealth rivals that ol tabled Uiuiud and
Ind.the Amur can government and the American peo-
plo 1*11 back Irom it. support and leave ii unaided by
public power or sontimeut to 11ktit Uh bailies alone,

oflla IMSTAM KM or WHOM! AM) ItUIKAM*.
II space permitted, and II there were not room to

npi>reh< nd ihnt the tukrs ol tho United StatoM have
beoome tndilleient to the late ol Americans in Mexiou
ninny more instani e< coula ho related ol wronn and
outrsge iione to American pmplo in Mexico
by government or pretended government. Hut
tho oasea ol Miller aud McManus are lair
samples, and from them all can ho deter*
mined. It is true that no other American bas ever
been treated an bully a* Miller: but this is truo only
because they uever dared to decline to pay a fftlUttno,Were any of llioiu to resist t lie a demand
which is unauthorized by any law except that of tho
highway.similar, and, il necessary, worse punish¬
ment would certainly bo visited upon him.

It is humiliating to natlonul pridu, but nevertheless

It is es-ential to a correct understanding At the situs-
tiou, that the American people should know wnat kind
of treatment is uietod out to other foreigners man
Americans. At the time ol Miller's capture be was
accompanied by four subjects ol the Emperor of Ger¬
many. One ol tbe lour, Benjamin Uegetau, a
most estimable gentleman, is the Prussian
Consul ai Chihuahua. When captured he did
not tail to assert hi* nauouatity, and ho and
bi<s countrymen ware released alter . short
imprisonment. They were robbed of tho little money
they had with them aud ol their arms, but no loan was
exacted, though 0110 ol thorn waa a ntau ol more wealth
than Miller. Mr. Degetau was earnest in his oldrts to
eiloct Miller's release also, but could not accomplish it
The Mexicans kn"w Miller to be au Amoriaau citizen.
the subject 01 a government wbich since the war with
Mexico has never redressed a wrong done to its citizens
upon Mexican sou.aud lu-uco they worked their sweet
will upon turn. The Prussian Consul immediately ro-
ported the lucts of tho outrage to his government
through the proper chaouels, and doubtless ilia Ameri¬
can Vice Consul tuadu report also to the United States.
But, il so, the United States has taken no notice ot it so
far as has transpired.

OKR1IA3Y AROCSBS).
Germany has acted, however, energetically . and

promptly, and the good results which follow its action
may well commend u similar course ol conduct to tho
United Slates. A letter of date the 3d ol this month,
from an entirely trustworthy American resident ol
Chihuahua, gives a detailed uurrativc of the situation
In Chihuahua now, as affecting loreiguers rosiavnt
in that State. In me letter he enclosad a copy of HI
Giuiritia Aacional, the oflicial newspaper of the Slate,
In which Is published an ottlcial communication Irom
President Porilrlo Dla* 10 General Marango, command-
lug in Chihuahua, wherein he lolls huu that demand
lor reclamation has been made aud orders bim to be
very cautious how he troubles German subjects.
He expresses great regret in the order that
tho Germans nave been given any cause lor com¬
plaint, but makes no meution ol Americans at nil, nor
is any regret expressed (or injuries which Diaz knows
lull well have been done them. Tbe writer also says
that the protection jjiven by Germany to its subjects,
as is evidenced by tins order Iroiu President L>>az, is

productive of great harm to Americans. At the date ol
his lelter a prtttanto had just bccu laid in the cily of
Chihuahua, but uol a single Gormau was called upon
to "lend" auy part ol It. lu consequence ol their ex-
emptied, however, Itio rate ol assessment upon Atli'T-
leans was increased to nearly double, aud it is more
than tbev can bear, in view ol tho sharp contrast be-
tween tho action ol Mcxicaus toward Americans uud
toward Germans, Is it any wonder mat all the Amer¬
ican residents, >n the language ol ibis correspondent,
"aro wishing 'hey belonged to Germany T"

A SOlltUS Of OJikl* IXl'klLlATION.
'l'ho nride of the American is grievously wounded

when he contrasts bis own condiuou aud treatment
with that ol the Herman. A word Is spokun by Em¬
peror Williutu, whose dorniuiou, whose army, whose
ships are thousands ol miles away across intervening
land aud ocean, and his subjects are treulud wrongly
no more. Hut tho American government, whose (lag
floats In sight of Mexico.whose forts, Ullod with
troops, are all along the border, from which out only
a word inly spoken is needed, never says that word,
but permits tho robbers to despoil her Citixcus us

they please. It is earnestly hopod that our govorumeut
will ucl, and act at once in hucli a decided man¬
ner that Irom now on at least no government in
Mexico, whether regular or revolutionary, aud whether
national, State or municipal only will dare to lay its
bauds upon an American except In a way prescribed
by general luws ol like application to all. All govern-
uiunts are, or rather huvo been, tho sumo in Mexico.
The question ot who Is President does not couccru the
Americau lu Moxico. All Mexican rulers, both of low
and high degree, have been "tarred with tho same
stick," and one has been no batter and no worse thuu
another.

MESSAOE OF PRESIDENT DIAZ.REGULATING
THE ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE.EDU¬

CATION, PUBLIC WORKS AND THE FINAN¬

CIAL BUDGET.TRIBUTE TO THE ARMT.

Mexico, April 14, 1877.
Alter tbo preliminary sessions Congress was lormally

Inaugurateu ou the bib lust., when Iho following .speech
was delivered by tbo (5cnoral-in-Chiel ol the national
cousIiiuuouaIisi army, Don Porfirlo Diaz, iu charge ol
the executive power:.
Citizkn' Dwctiks.Tbo revolution that has been so

liupplly consummated liy llle Mexican people wou d
but o been au irreparable miblortuue lor Hie Kcpubllo
ll by limitating itseil to the tiiinihilution ol tbu loriner
udmiutstruilon it should liavo neglected the means ol
reconstructing ibe constitutional ediUce. liut, quite to
trie contrary, the politicui piogrumine which was the
expression ol us principles uiid tendencies imposed
upon mo depositary ol ibo executive power tne
obligation ol convoking the nation witbiu
one month Irom the occupation ol the c.ipnai
lor tho election ol the persons to wuoiu
the cxcrciso ol tbu lederal uuthoriiy ;n all us distinct
branches should bo coullded ; aud to mo falthlul und
strict observance ol these injunctions und ut the uo-
iuau'1 ol the public your presence in this plnco to-day
is owing. Your Assemblage here is u happy event; it
lays the foundation to tbu new work that the revolu¬
tion desired to construct; a louudatlou wubout which
nothing solid or lust.ng cuu oe established, it will
ligulen the weignt ol tho Innumerable dunes thrown
upon tho Executive; it will silence the malicious
minors which, scieoniu;; themselves behind the liber-
aiuy ol our laws, bud been propagated through tnu pub¬
lic press lor the purpose ol spreading over lliu oou.iiry
the tears ol a dictatorship, aud, tluall>. it will invigurutc
public cottlidouco by proviug oy tne unansweraoio ur-
guuiont ol lacts that law und tho constitution have uow
coiumenced to rvigu. 1 congratulate you, lellow cm-
zcus, tuereotl, und at the same time congratulate the
enure uuilou through you.
The tlrst act that my duty imposes upon mo alter

yoor installation is 10 givo u report ol lli»* preseut c m-
dition ol tho various brancnes ol tuo public adminis¬
tration.

VOKRION AKKAIRS.
Our rolutlous with Irieudiy 1'owers are trnnsitorally

In tbu normal mute tuat is naturally consequent to
preseut ciri'uuistuuccs iu refereiioe to a country which,
liko ours, hitsjubl experienced u polnical struggle, but
without chaugiug ibe lorm ol government, far, how¬
ever, Irom any event having occurred to disturb the
huriuouy existing between the government and for¬
eign Ministers and diplomatic agents, it is gratilv-
lug to tne to observe that they havo not lulled
to bettr testimony ol tnelr iriemilv leelings toward
the governineiii oy muintaining with it those relations
which all'airs liavo rendered uicossnry; und although
up to the preseut those relations have had an exolllcial
character, this has beeu no impeuinieut to too iruus-
uction ol mutters iu this lorru, winch by their very na¬
ture wore oinciaL Moreover, pulns nuvo tieeu taken
to coiiuuunicuie to tho repri sou uitvus ol loruign 1'ow-
ers the principal ucta ol tho administration lor the
requisite coginzanco ol their governments, loreigu citi¬
zens have received the silicoio und elUuuctuun protec¬
tion ol the authorities ou any justitiablo luuication
requiring tho sauie, and evi ry thing leads to I ho hope
that, by rendering homage to tho same principles of
lUlernutlonal law, Irieudiy uattons will shortly
recognize iho government which the Mexican peopio
have given themselves in the cxemso ol their mdu-
puudouco aud sovereignty. I cuu assure you, uotwitb-
stunning, that uny such unJusiitlaOle imp nonce us
that which, ou many occasions, has compromised tho
honor und interests ol the ltrpuhlic, will not induco
uie to lorgct the lessons which experience hua given
to us.

T1IK CXITKII stat KB CLAIMS.
<>u the .41-1 oi j,niuury lu-si the term expired Tor the

l>ny>iiL'in|ti> toe government ul the Uniieu Stutos ot
America ul the sum ul j«iW,ooo, as ibo iirsi instalment
ul the balance i^^Jung lu luvur of mat country
on tun liquidat.flftol the claims adjusted by llio
mixed ooiiiiuisshi^< T«.iicu by the treaty entered
in o ou Hie 4Lit ol July, JSiW. Tno ruinous stale in
* mcii lii«-' exchequer w.is luuud on llio occupation ol
llic Capital, lUe pleasing ex.geucics ol liiu campaign
and other requirements oi tbu ain.u.sliuliou rm-
dored llio u 111 mo n t ol ilim engagement. almost impos¬
sible; uui the E.\ecu live, pledged above .ill iu preferr¬
ing uio nutioual honor, but. imposing an irksome
liui necessary sacriiico upou the inhabitants
and authorities of ibo Republic, wus luriuiiaicly
enabled to overcome this serious difliculiy in duo lime
by making the payment witu the gr must punctuality,
lull sucritlco will u l bo fruitless; il will naturally
contribute toward reflecting honor on Mexico una
toward rutting her credit abroad. The receipt lor the
.am pau exists lu the ficp.iriment ol Foreign Affairs,'
and the documents relating lo this alluir have aiready
been made public.

KK-KI.KCTIOM or TilK I'llKSIUKNT.
Olio ol tin most toieinn prom'ses given by ttic revo¬

lution in as political programmo w.is ibut hincolor-
ward tbu re-election oi the President ol thu Republic
and llio governors of tbu Mlitlos should liavo
the character ol a supremo law. Il is grail-
lying to mo, Citizen deputies, to huto
the only |iarilclpuuon thai is allowuble
lo me in the liillliuieiil ol the obligation IIiuh con¬
tracted with the country by ir tusinillmg to you, as I
Shall lo tuorrow, through llio Depnriuu ul ol lno In¬
terior, lliu bill relamiK thereto. li belongs lo the legis¬
lative power of the t niou, mid to thu Legislatures ol
Ibe Males, lo elevate this resolution to the rank ol a
constitutional mandate.

KISTOHB TUK VICK l'UKSinS.NCY.
With this bull another Is Coinbiuud relatlvo to the

mode of substituting the l'rosldeni ol thu Republic lu
his toiiipuiary or uutiro ubsence. The cousiiiueuis of
ix&7 on suppressing tbo Vice I'rorident ol thn Mexican
United .Stales aUil investing the i'resldoul of the Su¬
premo Court ol Justice with similar uttributcs, did no
more than to change the iiuo oi mo luuctiouary, while
they loll untouched all the d.lllculues they iu tended lo
remove and perhaps gave birth lo othors .still greater.
I ho ballot system Itutem* its imn. u/acmn) now pro¬
posed appears to rouder impossible any abuses th it
can be loi eseen.

In lulflimeui of the provlslous ol the lllth article
of the revolutionary programiuo rolormcd nt 1'alo
Ulnuoo, goveruineut issued ibo edict for the
election oi the ledorai powers within the same
term as thai designated in the article referred to.
Ami ullUough thu political allairs ol the Republic pre¬
sented adillcrenl aspect itom thai winch had be< u an¬

ticipated on the arrival ol iho' regenerating ar.uy at
the capital, the government prelcrrod complyii.g
strictly will) the provisions ol that law lo delcrrnig
the convocation, w ith the hope oi the i; on oral pnci-
lleatlou ol tho country, und in (fttir to avoid
even the suspicion ol any dosire to prolong tho dicta¬
torship ol the revolution. On convoking tho lection
ol the Inderal powers government foBnd itsell under
the impossibility ol calling lor thnl of the Senators,
owing to thu ubsolulo want ol .Stale legislatures, wlncti
accuidmg lo law should intervene In a direct mo>io in
thai election. Oovommoi.t, alter a lengthened and se¬
rious meditation, is persiiidud thai tbo revolution
has not suppressed the leueral chamber or
Henale; that u has not even attempted to mako any
relorms In the i onstituuon, wlllioiil observing the
measures prescribed therein; and thut iiuully lo the
constituent power alone, us recognized by the 1 -7lIi
arucle oi the fundamental code, does it beiOOg to raise
to the rank ol supreme laws ol the Republic, tho most
radical principles proclaiiuad by the revolution, and
thn ufiiiiiiniouH opinion oi the council ol ministers has
been pronounced lu this ssine sense.
lu the bili whioii Will bo presented loCousrossby

the Minister of (be Horn* Department, asking that the
re juislio lotter ot convocation be issued, the opinion
01 the Executive and the grounds by which it '.* sus¬

tained are oxtenslveir developed. I cannot recom¬

mend too strongly. tbo prolouod and impartial »iudjr
of tola document. With me convocation ot the Sen¬
ate m allien iu an inseparable m.tmor the steady and
peucelui progres* ol our institutions.

¦OMT ML'CII O? A lUtltX.
Tbo early resolution in regard to the duration of the

Eighth Congre** is also a manor ol great transcend¬
ency. I have earnestly to call your special attention to
this" subject, trusting with eutire couildonce that
trorn the prudence and patriotism of the
representative* of tbe peoplo on resolving
lb;s difficulty they will bear In mind tiio
conclusive and explicit constitutional precepts which
denote the duration ol each Legislature, the exact
State* ou which the legislative period* should com¬
mence aud lormmute, and tlio matter* to bo rosoivod
by preference in each term. The uio«t careful atten¬
tion you Can possibly dedicate to tbl* delicate subject
will uevor tie in excess, a* any inconsiderate resolu-
lution might easily be converted lato tbe origin of very
serious ineonvenienoes.

DAXGHK or KKACTIOIC
On my retarn from tbe campaign thai was opened

In the interior some tear uud alarm existed In me
minds of a majority ol tbe citizens In oonsequence of
the attitude adopted by tbe pros* and by tbe rnlsda-
moanors of certain excited parlies who, con-
iiiioring tbe occasion to bo favorable, were
making some elTorts to neutralize tbe revo-
lution by iiroclaluiiug those reactionary prin¬
ciples, which It would now be Impossible to carry
Into execution, and by endeavoring to make the coun¬
try lall back twenty years, and thus throw a*idu all tbo
conquests obtained at Hie cost of *o inucb blood
and so many Incalculable sacrifices. This
siato otalfairs navo rise to tuo circular ol the ltttb of
February last, which defined In. clear and precise
terms what were the principlos of tbe revolution and
what the courso that tne provisional government was
resolved to follow, thus dispelling all Illegitimate pre-
lensious.
The Executive has considered it prudent to give a

different organisation to ihe brunch ol public charities
from that which it formerly had. Establishments ol
tins nature, which were previously under tbo direction
ol the I'owu Council, are now subjected to a Hoard
of Charily, wbicn, by attending to them as

the principal object ol Its institution, will exercise an
elllcaulou* and salutary influence over them. l'tio
rexpeciivo regulations published on tbe 23d ot January
last will explain the motive* ol this measure, wbicn,
in the opinion of the Executive, conciliates the in¬
terests ot the needy with those ol our liberal Insti¬
tutions.

KDCOAflON.
As rogards pubiio instruction, the Executive has

commenced by attendiug to tbe repairs of those
buildiugs wuicb, in general, were louud to be tu a
ruluous state. The present circumstances ol tbo
Trousury Department have not permlttod tho comple¬
tion ol the improvement* mentioned; but they have
not boon neglected, and it m to be hoped
they will be termiuated In loss than a year.
On tbe occupation ot tbe capital In Novombor last tho
classes that form the system of studies thou In prac¬
tice were about to be opeuod. To have delayed the re-
tonus which tho experience of civilization has quail-
lied as indispensable would have amouuud to tbe loss
ot u whole year to the numerous students of tbo nationul
schools; the Executive, oonsequuutiy, did uot hesl-
tate in cllectiug these improvements, but always sub-
uniting them to the approbation ol Congress. Many
ot those establishments could not have continued in
exiHtenco oiiv longer without being supplied witb tbe
necessary rosourcos to provent their failing Into com-
pie to and rapid decay.
Tbo Executive has prepared sevoral initiatives in re¬

gard to the brunches of pubiio oducunon and Justice,
uud, among otbor reforms, recommends lo your spe¬
cial attentiou that wbicn rolers to the prompt estab¬
lishment of tho penitoutiary system, us the promises
made by the constitution and the huicnniiury dictate*
ol the present oentury earnestly demand this irnpor-
tant amelioration.

PUBLIC VVOKKS.
Notwithstanding the pecumury difficulties of tua

exchequer, originated by me causes already roforred
lo, public works uiid public improvements liave uoi
been disregarded. Tbo greater part of tbe telegraph
lines thut wore destroyed during the war are now
working at u comparatively moderate cost: now
brandies and offices Uuvo oeeu opened and tbe lines ol
tbe flutes ol Vera Cruz, liidulgu and Sun Luis l'otosi
have been supplied wltu materials to no small cxiont.
Tub drainage ol ibe valley and city 01 Mt-xico, a

work so often attempted, m once moro under serious
consideration, and some labor has already been em-
pioyed tbereou.
During the inoutb ol Kobruary a canal was devised

to utiiie the Clialeu l.:iIco with ibe Tupcxpau station,
on tbe Vera Cruz Kuilway. A third part of ibis im¬
portant worn lias already oeen completed, and
within two moutbs tbe whole will be opened to
public truillc. The opening ol auoiher canal has been
coutrauted lor between Cbulco and Mexico, to servo for
the navigation ol small steamers, and arrangements
are now on loot lor tbe construction ol a third canal,
which will join ibis city with that ol Texcoco.

1 he question of railways, which ban -o seriously pre¬
occupied, and with much reason, all those wno are
interested in the prosperity ol Mexico, has Justly had
tho attention of tbe Executive, and, although it has
deemed proper ou account ol legal causcs io declare
tbo caducity of tbo Central Kailroud grant, by so doing
it has not withdrawn itsoll from Its intention ol lavorlng
wttniii the oroit ol Us (Ac-.ullie* those enterprises thai
comply with their obligations, thus contributing to
the attainment of the vehement desires lull in this
cotiutry to possess railways witnin as short a time as
possible that will tttve room lo tho development ol her
inexhaustible sources ol wealtn. With tins end a
new contract is about to be entered into with
the Toluca Railway Company; u co.itruct which, al¬
though it culls lor a further sacrifice ou the part ol tho
government, will ussuro to It the conclusion of taut
lino within oun year; and finally the necessary sum
has been supplied lor tho reposition of tno railway
from Julapa lo Vera Cruz, which should bo oponed
within tllteen days.

TflK Ml.NTS.
It is a matter of public uotoriety tbut tbe late govern¬

ment rented out several ol llio liiiuls upou terms that
have been strougly cemurod by public opinion. Gov¬
ernment has dedicated its attention to llioso im¬

portant ulluirs, in which both the morality of tho
nation and the interests of its revenue arc equally con¬
cerned, rfnd has come to tbo resolution that 1*0010
ol theso contracts In winch delects have been louud
that invalidate llieni, shall bo submitted to the cog-
ui/auce ol the competent courts, as provided for by
our laws, in order tnat tboy may be Judged with eut.ro
impartiality and justification. Ill regard to tbo other
cases uot found in u similui case, govcruinout will lake
such measures as may be convenient alter tbe
investigations now being made respecting them, it
may be well to mention hero tnnt thoOaxaca mint,
wbicb is again in the possession of llio federation, the
term of its Ica^e having expired, bus beeu provided
witu modern machinery in substitution ol that wuicb
existed Oi forj, thus expedmug ils.opcraiious.

SK TKOKllLiKJV.
A meteorological observatory that has been estab¬

lished iu tbe National l'slace is at.otbei matter ol iru-
I orlunce, us will also i<e uuother usirouoiuical observa¬
tory winch will shortly bo concluded in the same edi¬
fice; and also the formation ol a good geographical
chart of the Ue, ublic, uud tue collection, already
numerous, ol maps and plans which hus been made
in tne Department ol Public Works, with the view of
creating llio respective archives, the utility ol which is
uudeuiablo. Tho coustuui want ol equilibrium thai
bus existed betwoou tbe roveuuo and the expenditures
of tbe Republic is 100 woll known. II to Ibis delicti be
added the euoruious expouhes incurred by the loru.ur
administration in tho lust year ol its existence, under
tho pretext ol overcoming tbe national Insurrection,
und tho ruiuous contracts it had recourse to 111 oruer
to oDtulii means, we muy easily conceive the dilapi¬
dated stale 111 which the public treasury was iouud uu
the triumph of llio revolution.
The state of war 111 which tho country continue!

niter the present administration was Installed In
tho capital; the necessity of maintaining
a numerous army, morea-ied afterwards by
tho troops ol the belligerents, and tho admiuisirativo
disorganization which every revolution nccossarily
produces, have caused the situation ol tho country lo
bccoiuu still moro critical.

IlKslLTM Of TIIK KSVOLUTIO.N.
Tlio urgent uuty of consummating luu pacification

ul tho Republic obliged iiio uxecutivo to coutract cor-
luiu loans, liiu ru'iu'jurnciiioiit of which has been uud
Is being ultcuded In in the tonus agreed upon.

lii in «anio circumstance and tin; pressing urgency ot
malting IIjc payment, already relcrrcd in, In Wash .og-
ton ou tlio 31<>i ol Jauuar.v I.ihi, compelled government
to issue Hic docree ol the If7tti December uiL, levying
uii extraordinary contribution on the products ol
MtpltuiS.
Now that tho civil war hits otided, tho Kxocutlve linn

been, ami lit mill, attentively engaged in studying tlio
reorganization ol iluauciui matters, eutleuvoriug
at tlio same tune to increase tlio produt-is of
itio revi nue by proper arrangements in tlie
public departments, nml to dimiuisn the ex¬
penses by ino<tu* of economies Introduced in every
uiuuo.li ol service una especially in ilia War OlUce, in
In order tuiil the pay ol the armed lorces may be cov¬
ered by ord.uary rcsourcos without neglecting otber
sections nl public service.

\\ ith this purpose tlio Secretary of Finance will sub¬
mit to Congress a statement with the miniate of ttie
Incomes aud expenditures of the Hcpubllo lor the next
ll.si ul year, otideavorng to reduce the outlays ol the
administration to tho ordinary products ol tue federal
revenues, without burdening the nation with new lot*
poats.

TIIK CIXA.XCIAL RtTDOHT.
In tho proposed eatuuate or budget, I must call tho

attention ol the Onamlier to tho oinis.-ion ol a clause
coniamed in similar documents ol former yoars, re¬
lating to the reduction to one-bull ol tho indignations
ol tho pcnilou list. Not only the equil*
ibrlutu established in the citlinatoa, but a
prmciplo of mornlity and rigorous Justice hus
Rinded tho government in this omission.
In tho midst ol tlio necessities of tho moment, at all
times, so urgeut in this country, the creditor.'* ol tlio
pcusiuu list hnvo been continually neglected. Tlio
Executive Is ol the opluion that ih order to exact
Iron tho army Iho laitblui fulQlmuiit ol its duties
it is requisite that the nation, uii III part, should
comply with tho obligations to winch It Is
plunged. It In udispousablo that tlio army
may bo persuaded that those who liave grown old or
have been mutilated In tlia service of tlie country,,
uiid the widows and urphans ol those who die in tlio
deleooo of independence and liborty, will not bo aban¬
doned.
Tho Secretary of tho Finance Department will also

submit to the legislative powers other importaut mut¬
ters.
Tho recovery ol export duty on bar and coined silver

Is contrary to sane economic principles. For niuny
yours me question ol tlio Iree exportation ot all na¬
tional Iruiln iind products hus been agitated In Hits
couiiiry, without the defenders of tho contrary sys¬
tem having any oilier argument 111 their lavi>r
I ban tli.it ol the largayioSd produced to the revenue by
the duty upon silver, ilia Secretary ol Finance will
propose the abolition ol the export duty on silvor, con¬
ciliating as much as possiole all legitimate iniurosts.

Willi the view ol giving lillllltneiit to the 1.4tli artl-
clo of tue constitution, Koverninent, through Its
Minister ol Finance, will preasut to the t'hamuor tlio
relative initiatory proposing tho most convenient

meana (tor obtaining tbe auppreaalou of "airs.
balua" (to specie* o! Kxcise dutvi, »1lb.
IB the abortrtt tima possible and wlth-
out causing either to lbs States or to
the federation any rentlstical crisis. tbo consequences
ol which might i>o latal in tbo present condition of tbe
exchequer.

l'lio consolidation oI tba public debt, the payment of
lu interest and the arrangement for Ha .iquidation i*
knottier necessity id our country. Another initiative
of tbo Miuister ot Finance will submit to
tbe Legislature this question. ao important for
tbe national credit and tor the creditor* of tbe
Republic. For those wtio comprehend tbe value of
tbe good repute ot nation*, tbu question is of vital in¬
terest tor lloxico.

bo admimatration that has sprung trom tbe na¬
tional revolution should attend uot oniy to tba exact
luliilment ol political obligation*, but also to tboaa ot
a pecuniary nature contracted by tbe latter. The ini¬
tiative relerrod to will consequently embrace tbo
recognition and paymeutof tbe revolutionary debt.
Tbe standing army at the present data is mucb

greater than is authorized by our laws, this ow.

lug, uot to the deliberate inieuilon of placing it in *o

great a lorco, but as I have already lndicatod, to tbe
plausible circumstance ol noarly all tbe troops, with
wbich the two leaders have pretended to be, eacb one
for ntmeelf the representatives ol legality, having
;omod in fraternizing with tbe defenders of tbo revolu-
lion, under one and tbe same banner.
Tbe Executive has already lasen into consideration,

with assiduity at tbe same time as with the greatest
circumspection, tbo study ol tba most convenient
meaus of establishing the security ot our Institution*
and that of our territory, with tbe necessity ol attend-
lug to and rewarding tba merita :tnd services of tbo
military class with tbo resources at the disposal
ol the federal treasury. It is also directing |Utpi<
Dial attention to tbo reorganization of tnc army, a
inoasure wbicb is indmpousable aitor a commotion
similar to tbat which Hie country has just undergone.
On dictating the necessary dispositions in tins re¬

spect scrupulous care will be laUeu not to invade tbe
attributes ol tbe legislative power.

THK 8KRVICIM or TilK AKMr.
Tbe present is a ill occasion tor rendering a public

tribute ot acknowledgment to tho army, not only
for Its aorvicos, bravery and discipline, but also
lor tbe abnegation witb wbicb It bus sealei
such meritorious titles. It is gratifying to
me to make kito«ra, at this soloma ccroiuony,
that at tbo conclusion ol tbe campaign many wortuy
military men, trom ofUccrs of tbe Elgfi«*t grade to
simple soldiers, have spontaneously isKod permission
to return to a retired privuto life, without seeking
any other tocompenvo than that ol Having contributed
toward tbe triumph ol a Just cause. The Kxecutive,
llnding It to be Impossible to remunerate their .servicou
in auy other lorm, has ordered that certificates should
be issued to them ID regard to these services, with the
sincere promise ibat, in equality ol circumstances,
these worthy patriots will iiavo the prelcreuce ol occu¬
pying public posts over other citizens wno may not bo
able to present similar claims lu their lavor. This
promise in muuy cases has already iimi wuu due lul-
111men l.
Tbe national guard of tho several Statos, which rcu-

dered such important aud seasonable services to tho
revolutionary cause, is also emitted to tbe considera¬
tion ot the government una to the gratitude
of tna nation for its valuable assistance and
tbe abnegation of wbicb it has gtveu so

uiuny prools since life conclusion of the war.
Among ulnar examples tbat nught bo referred to, this
capital bas seen, a short time since, that tho troops
Irom i'uebla and Oaxaca, by which it was gurrisoiioil,
have retired with satisfaction to tholr homos to give
themselves up to tbelr bumblo and habitual occupa¬
tions.

PKACK KVKRYWIIKKK.
Citizen Deputies.The brief narration you have Just

hoard would uot bo coinpleia, oven if it were more
lengthy, It I did not iiiuko known to you, as I do with
tbe greatest satisfaction, that the whole of the Republic
1* at peace. This fact, ot so groat an importance, bus
at the present moment a slguiilcauce the value of
which you must be woll awaro ot.
Wearied as the country was witb tba abuses corn-

muted by the iormer government, it sought the
remedy ot Its evils by moans ol insurrection, ono
ol the last resources ol an outraged people, and It
now looks lorward with tranquillity to partlci-
paw In those beuellta held forth by tho revolution
unuer the protection of the fundamental code. Now
that the period of constitutional reconstruction has
coinmoncod It is a sacred duty of every public func¬
tionary to endeavor to reatlie tbe expectations ol tho
people by force of probity, constancy and patriotism; to
re-e&iubtish completely ibe supremacy of the constitu¬
tion. to maiuiuiu peace, to protoctull legitimate interests
under its bouelicial influence, lu order to develop tho
Innumerable elements of weultn in this country. Such
Is the great aud noble tusk that your mlssiou bore im¬
poses upon you, a task, the fulfilment of which will
hatisfy tbo aspirations ol tbo revolution and will lead
Mexico to that atate of proaporlty to wbicb she Is
called by destiny.
CUSTOM HOUSE INVESTIGATION.

8UBVEYOB BHABPE's EXAMINATION.REFORMS
AND BEDU TIONS THAT CAN BIS MADE.

All restrictions as to secrosy la Ibe examination now

going ou at (lie Custom Uouso have boon removed by
the Secretary ol tbe Treasury. About noon yesterday
tbe commission met In tbe ofllco of Naval Officer Cor¬
nell, Mr. Jobn Jay being In ibe cbuir.
Colouel Silas W. Uurt, Deputy Naval OlUccr and

Comptroller, ooutlnued hi# t'liltnoiijr where bu had
left oil' on Friday. He said, in answer to the question
wbeiber politics bad unytbing to do with obtaining
appointments in tbe Naval OiUce, that it was tbe most

potent ugeucy; II tbe inefficient men were displaced
and tbe vacancies ll!led by competent mon there could
be a (eduction ol at least ten per com, aud by a siin-

pliilcation ol business a further reduction of ten per
cent.

Mr. Turnure asked wbothor It was necossnry for tbo
Naval Office to exist, which Colonel Bo.-t answered In
tbo affirmative.

WORK or TUB SL'kVKYOR'tf DKI'ARTMKNT.

General Ooorgo 11. Shurpe, Survoycr ol the Port,
was tbu next official examined, lie bad been Surveyor
of tbe Port a little over four ycar& There are m his
department two inspection divisions, covering an area

of twenty-four miles ol water front, and which Is
divided into districts. On tbo North River thero uro

ten districts, to wblcb aru detailed twenty-tbroe in¬
spectors. Ou tbo bust Kiver there are tblrteou dis¬

tricts, having tweuiy-one inspectors. New Jer.-oy
shore has thn>e districts and nine Inspectors, Stalcu
Island oue district and ono Inspector, aud Brooklyn
lilieeu districts and twenty-eight inspectors. Tbo de¬
benture room Is the school ol instruction lor inspec¬
tors, nud at presont there are thirty-eight
inspectors doing duty there. II a Vessel
should arrive outside of the city within tho
collection district inspectors are sent after tbe same.
Five deputy surveyorsaro attached to tbe u!lic<-, tnreo
are at mo bar>:e office, oue at tbe Cusiotn House aud
tbe other doc* general duty ; oue ot tUe deputies at
the barge olllco, in Slate street, aitemis to assigning
tbo officers to vessels arriving; two ol ibe deputy sur¬

veyors.Colonel liurtou aim (ieneral Nicnoi*.take
ch.irjo ol the mspectors lor discharging passengers
ana merchandise.
By Mr. t'urnure. Is it necessary to have such a large

force of uieu to poriorin this duty?
Uoiu-rai Sharpc .I udoubtedly; vessels olten como

In a tiuuch; an easterly wiuu usually blows toatn iuj
for instance, on tho 1st iiay ol Marcn we haii two
steamers aud seven sailing vessels, and ou the Jil ol
March three steamers and eigmy-turee sailing snips
arrived; all these had to be discharged, and we had to
have uieu to do it with

1 be surveyor illustrated the mode of detailing the
inspectors. K.ioh ot me two deputy surveyors lor
discharging passenger vessels has two aids, who woro
appointed in on 111 ly. From 125 to 136 inspectors are

kept ou duty at the bsrue oltico. In regard to weigh¬
ers, lioneral !>harpe said that wbou lie lirst came Into
tho office there were nineteen weighers euip>oyed there.
Ou bis suggestion tbo number was reduced to thirteen.
The salary ol a woigticr is |2,o00 per annum, that
ol the loretnan $1,20U aud laborers receive lorty cents
lor every working hour. Mr. Turnure asked it tho
$l,.'UO men would uot do tbe weiuhiux as well as those
rocciving $'J,iiUO. General Sharpc concodod that
either the loreuieu or clerks could be dispensed with.

livery weigher has tbo right, or takes it, to hire his
own luborcrs. In soinu instances he (the Surveyor)
has cut dowu such payrolls fbou to $000 per month.

KKAUOULRXT f.lTKULLH.
lbeso puy rolls were deemed Iruuuulcnl, ana shewed

. yriai deul ol' favoritism. The weighers, us a general
thing, tune uioro microti hi politic* than oi.mr* iu
government service. Jlr. ltobinsou read a communi¬
cation 10 tho effect thai a weigher named Jeremiah
Drew bail been elected nnu wai acting as Supervisor of
OruDxe county, to which, the letter say.-. Ii«« pays
more intention tnau t<> ins olUcial busiuess. General
8n*r| « replied lliat Mr. Drew had neon ID the depart¬
ment belore he cuuio luto it; wa.s always considered a

?cry good ollicor, and Mr Drew'* holding another
ofiica oover cuine 10 bis knowledge.
General .Sharpu cootiuued that there are altogether

2S2 iuspectori, whose pay wan fixed at $4 per diem.
The Inspector! detailed at the barge olUce uro »u duty
from suurise until suusot, wneu they are relieved by
the night watchmen. Those on dmricl duty seal H10
vessels up ui sunset and resume their duty at siiurlsu.
General Sbarpe conceded tbal ten per cent ol the force
could be dispensed with, but thai there wan not a
sinecure lu tin department.

night WATCBmb
A ship's manliest was exbiuited, by which the Sur¬

veyor explained the diachurmng of cargocs and the
amount ol labor entailed upon the inspector*. The
force of night watebmeu 11 10J men, who alieruato be-
twoeu nuu!<ot and sunrise. Their pay is (8 por nl^iit.
Mr. Hoblnson wanted to know why ibese men could
not do duty all night as merchant-' watcbuieu do, to
wbicb the .Surveyor replied that mercuauts have no

ornaui/cu plunderers to contend with, uo doaperate
river pirates to lire on them, as they olton do on .the
government watchmen. The mgbl inon fully oarued
nil tbuir pay.
The (Surveyor hero explained bow passengors en¬

deavored to introduce other good* tban their wearlug
apparel actually lu use, wluon the Uwporinit*, In their
baggage. He lamented tho entire absence of proper
government olllcer* ou the steamship docks, and many
tune* be said the lop of a whiskey barrel did dtuy us a
Jesk ou which to colloci government duly on passcu-
gor goods. Is it, then, a wonder that tho travellers
Hunk the collectors of tho tariff on the docks hum¬
bug!, and thai tho gorernmeui docs not receive tho
money .

At IIvo o'clock the commission took A rccess uutil
to-Uuy.

A PilEMoNITION OF SUMMER.
The free reading roam and library of tbeCooper Union

ia to be cioso'l on Suuday* (iKill the Urit Sunday iu
October, beginning next Sunday.

ROS DIVORCE
Family Jars as Depicted by

the Servants.

A SYSTEM OF MUTUAL TANTiLIZATiON

How a Home Was Destroyed by
Too Much Temper.

Nkwbcko, April 30, 1817.
Judge Dykman this morning couttnued tbo adjourned

session ol the Supremo Court, and the Koe divorce
cue was again called. As will be remembered, th<
deteace had just begun when tbe adjournment was

tukou, and It was coutlnued this morning. Tbe
majority of tho witnesses called to deny tbe testimony
for tbe plaintiff wero servants who bad been In Itr,
Hue's employ. Alter tbe Judge called tbe court to ordei
Mr. Bungs deraanuod tuu production or tbo papers
taken trotn bis client's sale some years ago. This sals
burglary was fully described b'y witnesses at tbe open*
:u« of tha case iu Marcb last. Mr. Burnott said those
papers Wire in the nature ot privileged com.
muuicatious in tbo bauds of Mrs. Roe's coun¬
sel, and If surrendered might prejudice he*
cas* Mr. Ban^s said that if tho papers
wore not produced at ins roquust be would
insist nuder tho rule that tboy bo not produced
at any future time during tbo trial of the cause. Tbo
Judge stated that Mr. Bauds' point was woll taken, and
that if counsol lor plumiitr did not produce tbo papers
they could not be subsequently Introduced, nor any
testimony relating to tlinin. Mr. Burnett refused to
proiluco tbe papers, and Miss I.lzzle Swayne was called
to tbo stand as u wittiest.

miss swaynk's tkstimo.nv.
Sbo bad been u servant In the Koe Ituully three years,

and during tbut time sbe bad never seen Mr, Roo abuse
bis wife or cbildreu; ouu morning sue board Mrs. Roe
cull her husband bud names at tbe brcukfust table; sbe
told bim she baled und despised him; ou another occa¬
sion Mrs. ltoe was sitting on tbo stono stops of tbe
bouse, and Mr. Roe told ber to go into tbe
house, as sbe would get cold; sue refused to go uud
cried aloud, aud said he was cruel; olton wbon Mr,
Roe aud tbo llttlo daughter Annie were eating Mrs.
Roe would sit apart and refuse to eat; Mr. Roo would
usk her to draw near, and she would pretond not to
bear bim; witness often heard llttlo Annie say sbe
would marry a rich man. On her cross-examination
sbo stated tbet she bud never heard Mr. Roe Bwear.

.'I'VK A TKMI'EK."
Another servant, Thomas J. Dwyer, was next called.

Ho never suw Mr. Roo treat any member of tbo family
uukiudly; be beard Mrs. Roo call ber busband a
coward and toil him be was crazy; that be was a
coward when bo whs at West Fowl, and that but foi
bis money she would nevor bavo married bim;'Mr.
Roc said:.
"Don't tantalize me, for I'vo a temper."
On this occasion witness beard some swearing, bui

uon't remember who dworo; tbo row began by Mrs.
Roo saying that she would put ber boad upon tho block
boioro sbo would submit to any man.

Mrs. Nancy Utiydeu. lived tor 'our yoars with the
Roelaiuity; never beard uuy bard language between
tbe parties to tbe action. Oucc Mr. Koe took little
Annie out to ride, and Mrs. Roe said that if Annie was
uot iii tho wagon she would set oil' a skyrocket uud
frlguien tho horse; sbo was angry because Mr. Roo
did not take her out riding.
John Klytiti, a coachman, tostilled that on various

occasions be nas driven Mrs. Roe to places iu aud
nriiund Ncwburg to make calls, do shopping, Jsc.; Mr,
Roo told him in lt>7U that il be tlrovo Mrs. Roe out be
would bo discuarged; be said at tbo time that ho was
sorry to bavo to make sucb an order, but it was uoces-
8.1 y. as .Mrs. Roe went away witbout his knowing and
remuined over uight.
James Merrctt, another servant, heard Mr. Roe tell

his wife tbut sbe need uot do any wo/k, as plenty of
servunts wero employed.

M US. llOK'S Ol'TIIKUAKS.
Heujumiu F. Clark, ;ia uncle ot lUe defendant, pro¬

duced u letter lroin the plainiiU, iu which she stuiod
thai dctenduni was a cra/.y inuu aud it was daugeroua
lo live with him. It urged Mr. Uturk to lako delend-
iint to Kurope and leave tier $4,000 a year to live on;
heard Mr. Solon Norton say lUut U Mr. Roe did not
look out lor Intu.soIt ho would put a bullot through
tutu; heard Mrs. Norton, plulntill's mother, call
Mrs. Hoo (witness' Hintur and defendant's mother)»
liar; nevera.»w Mr. Hoe display any temper again*!
tils wile; suw Mrs. Hoo tu tits ot temper: beard her
luik loud aud excitedly to tiersell; betoro Mr. Koe went
to Europe ilioro was sotue talk about insanity; Mrs.
Koo warned to know what property she would got II
her tiusbauU was adjudged a lunatic; Dr Culbert, who
was present, reiuscd to grant a certllloate ot insanity.
Ou orosH-cXainiuutfon tie remembered tttal twice ho

bad seen Mr. Koo delirious; never wroto a story to a
newspaper about Mrs. Koo; don't think she Is a sweet-
tempered woman.

'JltiC defendant's bkalth.
Or. Culbert know deiendant tor tweuty years; from

1867 to IS70 Mr. Koo was subject to lever and dell-
Hum; hu was dyspeptic and bis hotltb wits broken
dowa; had heird statements regarding Mr. lioe'a
menial condition; Mr. aud Mrs. Norton asked
tuc to give a certificate ot Mr. Roe's insanity;
1 relused to illve U: witness IliougQt that defendant
needed rest aud u chaugo ot scene; tie related a scena
ho wus witness to where the husband and wile scolded
and recriminated; t>bo said he was crazy, and men¬
tioned something about a will ot Mr. ltoe's father,
which she accused him ot destroying; she said he
made another aud had It admitted lo probate; Mrs.
Koo told witness that sho would nut live with a man
who slept Willi u pistol uuder his hood.

A HI KKKNbKIC.
Mr. Burnett, couusel Tor Mrs. Koe, decided to glva

up tho papers taken from Mr. Hoe's safte, and at this
Juncture made his decision kuown, and the paper*
woro given to Mr. Hangs, who read mom. Tho letters
wero lroin Mr. Koe to Iheiids and legal advisors con¬
cerning tils laintly troubles. After the reading ot those
papers a recess was taken.

AKTKK IlKl'KS.H.
When court reassembled Chauucy Merritl, who was

cmp.uved by Mr. Hoe us a garueurur and overseer from
lfcti.) lo 1S73, was called to llio stand to swear that oa
one' occasion Mr. Hou told him If ever Mrs. Koe
warned anything dono around the placo to have It
done.
The wile or Merrill, who wafr also employed In lbs

Hoe family, lOSllliud thai on ouo occasion stio met Mrs.
Koo lu Newbury and asked her il old Mrs. Roe wad
going lo travel; Mrs. Hoe, the pJalntllT, said she did
not kuow whether she was or cob, but sho hoped sba
wouid; she would bo glad 11 tho old lady was live thou¬
sand miles away, or ai the bottom ol tho sea, for then
she thought sbo could live in posce with her husband
and nol bo interfered with.

tuk DKrs.siiAirr kkcai.lkd.
Mr. Hoo was called to the staud and repeated parta

ol his testimony previously published. He denied that
lie aver destroyed a will <>l his lather's, and said that
Mrs. Koe was the most oxaspurallug loiuule that ever
lived. With this witness the doloncc rested.

HLAINTirr'S RKllt'TTAL.
Mr. Solon Norton was uguiu called by tho plaintiff

but his evidence, like that ot Mr. Hoo, was only a ro-
assertion ol direct testimony.

Mary O'Brien was called on tho sarno side to deny
curtain Kiaioiueuti of Margaret Dorau, a witness loi
the defence.

WHAT A 1.1 l:u I'KNANT HKAHD.
The defence presented au atllduvit Irom Lieutenant

Davis, United Slates Army, who had sought lo bring
about nil amicable ariaugeliicut between his classmate
Hoe and Ills Wile, iho mud elloris woro Ineffectual
H>) bud heard Hoe use improper aud utiguuiicmanly
liiugnugo to his wile. Noticed that ho was captious
mid lullllhdibg at laule; that be criticised the viands
and louud tuuit with liih wile. Alter the reading ol
the allidavlt tho court took a recess.

After recast a number ol witnesses woro examined,
who denied the material points gtvcu in the teati«
ntony ol Margaret Doran, and established Mrs. Roe's
character as a patient, painstakinu mother.

ASSAULTED WIT LI AN AXE.

A MAN H SKL'LL UtAt TU1U.U 11* AN AXE IN Hlg
OWN UOL'SE.

As Mr. Douglas* O'llrien, uti ox-deputy sheriff,
ol tins city, w.is cuiertUK his bouse on SucHi avenuo,
near Kiftli street, Hrooklyu, ou Suuiluy evening
last, bo was struck ou ilie hoed with an ex*.
Cdiptnlu MoKellar lound Mr. O'Urien to be badly
injured, bin skull li »ving been trac lured. He was con*
sciou* and tola tile Cftptuiu tuttt lie, 111.4 wilu au.l lure#
chuilrcu went to church 111 tbn evuuinp, leaving big
¦ou hurry at borne. lie arrived homo with bill
little daughter l.ulu just previous to Ins wile, w.ii
let lulo the house by Hurry, and wtulo entering tba
room wus struck with the uxo. At the came lusiant
Hie blow was struck I10 heard Harry say, > l.ook out,
tuoro .s soinetuing lulling ou your Uoud 1" Ou investi¬
gation it was learned tliat the nxa belonged 111 the
nouse, uinl a- Hurry dtlfi-red id his story slightly in®
second time ho tola it be was placed under arrest.
Thutheory ol attempted purrt.ide was readily ac¬

cepted by' ibe poi'ce, and as one or two physiclnui
slate iliut 111 thoir upiniou Hurry is ol unsound inind,
bu is bold as a prisoner, with the eipeoaatlun that b«
will divulge how he struck itto murdemus blow. Tin
lainiiv ol Mr. O'llncu think tne theory ol the polio*
al>.->urd, .nd believe u,0 story ol Harry to be true,
l.ulu corroborates Hurry's statement by saying that
thu inun who struck her lather hud red hair aud a
high collar. Mr. O'Brien, although badly injured, i»
not coriklderod 10 lio In a dangerous condition, and
hopoa are euleriainud of bis rup.d rucovery.

I'UEL Full A BOND FiUE.

There arrived yesterday id tho steamship City ol
Chester, Irom Liverpool, ten millions ol United Mtatei
hvo-twenty bonds, received in exchange by theSyudU
<uito at l.oudou for now Issue ol lour and a hall peP
com bonds. Last evening they were taken on to Wa*U«
Ington, wbore tbey will be destroyed.


